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"IF I TAKE CARE OF MY CHARACTSH, MY HEPIUTATION 
WILL TAKE CARE GF JTSEIF." 


~- D. L. Woody 


Beloved Centurion: 


You will notice that instead af FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT, which was anoounced, 
the title of thia lecture lesson which we bring to you is EXTEND YOUR HORIZONS. 
Your Instructor thought it wise to bring you this particular leason at this stage 
ef your development. 


AS we approach the end of this cuormously important study, let us ezumire 
in review the quility wa speak of as Character. What ig it? Wa cannot see it, 
wa cannot hear it, we cannot touch it} out Still it is the most powerful of all 
which goes to make up your selfhood. Jt is the real you. 


It ia that which makea you honorable or dishonoreble, kind or unkind, honest 
or dishonest, tolerant or intolerant, faithful or unfaithful; it is thet which 
takes other people know whether you are patient, or impatient, charitabir or sal- 
fish, childish or mature, petty or generous. 


It is what we, as Companions in the Mayan Way of Life, have been taught to 
think of as the sorl- 


In the 31st Revelation, the Initiation af the 
Fourth dnd Fifth Degrees, you were given the four 
parts of being. They ure symbolized by the fig- 
ure at the left. 


Number Three represents the part of your Being thet 
we knor ss the Soul; the Soul Bady, where Character 
{the recording Ansel) and Creative Imagination 
dwell. Imagination is the Key to release Soul- 
Power. 


A man's charucter is the real man inside, not that which we see outwardly. 
Let us all remember that every time we resist avil or temptation, we are building 
character and it is something that we gust do for ourselves. Ne one cun da it 
for us. We do not inherit it, we make it. 


When the late J. I. Morgan waz asked what he comsicercé the best bank eal- 
Zuteral, he replied, "Character". And to quote from wy book, The Miraclo Power, 
Roger Babson, the famous financier and Christian pentleman, says "Character ia the 
best hedge against inflation." Please keep this in mind always. Wc never step 
building Gharacter. a 


As we meditate soberly on these thoughts, let us continue with our examina- 
tion of seifhood in our earnest effort to develop and perfect that Miracle Power 
within. I ask that you give particular heed to the admonishments and rules piven 
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in the last part of your lecture lesson, weer tna heading, "In Conclusipn.' 


LIVING THINGS MUST GHA 


We have already tointed out that life must kocp extending itself, and that 
when it ceesus to do so it if oo logger alive. We have amphusized the principle 
that any distinguished selfhood you ettuin will come to be desired aud followed 
by others. Huh your advancing excellence of living must inerecuse in another way 
too. Lt oust prow within itself, rush out its own: borders, exten) its orn horisoane. 


To moat kinds of Anerease there ure limite, bui to this there is oone. Ace 
quiring wealth or place can only go co rar, tut the possibilitica for seif~improve- 
ment are infirite. Jbysical growth reachus ite limit and runs its cycle, but the 
personal development can go on ani on past uny Limits we know. - have tad people 
come into my tudy at Headquarters in San Antorio au. ony, “Tell me, Mius Dawn, 
when dees a person teach a stage in his development ween ke has Lourned ‘every— 
thing'?® And I say to them, as | now say to yau, Acloved Genturicr, "Even the 
greatest aducators, ministers of the gosvel, and the «reat thealozians ure always 
sneaking. We never learn uit there ia te keow about Teeth. The real truc seuker 
never stops striving toward perfection and in se doing prews in character.” 


1 once knew a Farmer whose Life ambition was tu acquire all] the land edjoin 
ing tis oan. He worked, and suved, and bought tunis pjece and that picce of lard 
boundics his own, and the score of his possessions grow. Of course his ambiti or 
and effort hud to groa too as he proceeded, hecauue every time ke added acne atre- 
age to what he already hed, the boundaries vrow larger. in tite he orned a erect 
decal of Janc, Sut his life hud baer paid for it, and jb vas a queution whether it 
wae worth the urice. One day he found hu: hed come to the end of his posaibhilitias. 
He could no ionrer work und make conoug to carry on hia prograc. He cauls no long- 
or make use eyon ol what he hed. To Fact, he wan't gube fe cared to. Thon hs 
disd, and the ambitious scheme: vecama ex memory. yen if ke could beve continued 
his plan indcLinitely be would sonctime have come to the end ol' the lard that vould 
we acquirod. 


With the acquiring of seruonel vusittios it ia very differunt. First. there 
ia ne enwa limit ejther to their mmber or the wacellence. eeonl, if 4 

of most thousthaa.) veerle jo all laudu and tiwes ia to be relied upon, there is 
nothing atows thom that pausing Croc this life nei interrupt. me diuserning can 
ef Lhe past when told that ix: nad only a few montas mere ta iige in thie wordi oniy 
anid, "Then T must pot starts] with Sunuzrit tomorrow.” When Socratus in Liu enath 
chamber was aagal Ly one of nic serresing Trienda how he weled them to Gury Siz 
replied cheerfully, "au yar nioaso — 2° yon cum usteh me." 


There is jnar so mick secey jn cirerniation, and na core. Thnre «te juat su 
many acres of land in the conntry, ani that ia all. om theo there is jurt uo much 
moveable preperuy, and that is the end of the invcealory, The came san be said of 
every imporuoma: voluc - it feu ite Limit. Sut can you think cf any guuht Jirite 
to wisdom, or paod will, or integrity, or truth, or ary of the Tiits a? tin: 
Spirit? No, there are no dear snis te the ronda of prneresa in the developers 
of scifhend, and every foal rinehet only vecemes u oouideyast on the way to encther. 
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Every person thinks his world is a pretty large one bill he has explored it 
to its eftgc. It is said that one person can see another under favorable conditions 
up to about a mile away. Wo can see larger objects a few miles toro, but not many. 
An outgeing ship after a while dips below the ocean rim. Gut if we go ta that per- 
son a mile away, we find that there ia another mite ta sac. And if we travel to 
ahat appears to be the carth-rim we only find that we have come in sight of another 
one farther on. Acquaintance with anything only makes one conscious of yet more 
with which to heceme stquainted. Every new step wo take only deepens our sense of 
infinity. 


Traveling on a highway one can at any piven moment set only to the toy of 
the next hili. if he were the first person who hac ever traveied a highway, he 
fight casily suppose that to be the end of the read. But as zoon as he ucts to the 
top of the next hill he finds that an extension has been added to things, sw thut 
the road runa on to the top of yet another hill. So it goes on and on. Terizona 
are not fixed but movable. They can be rushed aut. Confronted by u tunnel, either 
ijd s hillside or 4 cemetery. one may essume it to be only a hole in the ground, 
an? eortainly the end of the way at last. But no, it emarges from the darkness on 
the other side ard io, stiil another ianmdscane flooded with aven brighter; sunskina. 


The limit of vision cum Ye mora quickly overcome Ly ascending to some prea 
Feight. Glimb a mountain, fo to the top of u tall monument, stand on the roof of 
a skyscraper, or fo up in a plane or u balioon, aad the horizon will be pushed very 
Ter out all at ouce. - Coe can see more in a single moment of exaltation bhan he 
wight in long days of mere cxploration. At any rate, horizons are elastic. Une 
mast push ther aut. 


ELIMINATING THE SPLHITIAL LAG 


If a parson can remember fifty yaars Suck, he has seen the human race 
achieve Dore progress in the material ficid - science, discovery, invention, wealth 
and wealth-producing Machinery, and material improvements, than it had done in ali 
the world's history beforc that timc. Jn other words, he has witocssed more bhan 
half of the world's material provress. He nas seen the horizons of its physice] 
interests pushes out more than a trandred percent within bis Lifetime. 


Most of us feel that the worid's suiritual horigzens hive not been pushed 
it so Much, that there bas aecn a cistinet lag on the wide of selfhood and per- 
sonal excellence. What we cel) education has advaneed untelicvaaiy, and religions 
oryarigutions haye greatly inerensed im siae and strength. Rut in the prersenee of 
all that war, chime, poverty, ang other unkealthy conditions have grown worse in- 
steud of better. d¢videntiy somathing is lacking. Sdi:eation aud religion should 
have overceme Lhose things ond removed their cuuses Ly now. Perkavs the element 
necded ia the very thing wo are considuring jn this series of lessona. TPorhams it 
is more height, depth, aog Ureadth of personal cxcelience, mors adequate selfhood, 
that would supply the iack aug swing the balance the otker wey. Culture und relj- 
gion need te heve an intensified expression in the lives of individuals in order 
that they may eiso radiute betler from the proupu. Those of you who are using the 
treth of the Miracle lower perhaps even mew ere making yourselves a persanii part 
at the solution cf thi moat serious protlem of the ues. 


‘The Keatern and Western Hemispheres havea each mule great progress, mrt along 
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different lines, In the West we have made our amazing advances along mechanical, 
technical, industrial, and economic Lines; and we have fatled te keep up with ow- 
selves in spiritual understanding and ethical values. In Eastern countries, such 
as India, Tibet, ports of Chins, and first and laat pretty much all over Asia, 
mutyvelous spiritual developments have resulted from efforts as intense along those 
lines as ours have been along the material ones. In fact, every great world reli- 
gion has come from that onc continent. Why? Bacause the Asiatice very early dis- 
coverad the soul and started cultivatiog it. Probably even the great religious 
developments of tha past in this hemisphere — those of the Aztecs, Incas, and the 
Maya - really came fron fires originally kindied before migrations from Agia tock 
vlace. 


So here are two hemispheres, cach with great progress and achievement to 
its credit, but along different lines, and each with a vicwpoiat corresponding to 
its intertsts. Neither one is sufficient of itself to represent a completa and 
well-rounded viewpoint, for each fails to recognize certain areas of life that must 
be given a place in any kind of a raal consideration. Instead of cach being cmpha- 
sized by one group te the disregard of the other, these two viewpoints need to be 
mingled in a common outiook. Exch newds the other. That mutuszl need seems now 
to ba baginning to be recognized by peorle of both hemispheres, und cach ia hepin- 
aing to interest itself in some of the values aqyuired by the other. More und more 
ef the material advantages of the West are apfreriog in the Kast, and more and 
more of the interest in spirituz culture long empkssiued in the Kast is becoming 
apparent in the Hest. A union is taking place, aod the result of it could be thea 
Christianity of the New Testament perhaps. 


If we were preparing a gerics of lessens for a porsuon utecped in the teach- 
ings and practiced in the disciplines of ane of the Eastern taithe, we might suggest 
that he extend his horizons of understanding of the service and help meterial 
progresa can pive the spirit. To you of a Western land it seems better today 
that we arc surfeited with msterial things and advantages, and will do well te try 
to bring pur epiritual qualities amd powers up ta the point where they can compare 
with and be usec te control and safeguard our teechmical und mtecrial ones. 


Consider any of the groat spirituel leaders of the Enst, such us Josun, 
Moses, Buddha, Gonfucius, Leao-teec, or Mohammed, mod you will notica that while each 
worked in a little different ares of thought and experience and did so by a little 
different method, one thing characterized them all. They all kept pushing out the 
horizon uod moving into a larger field of vision, understanding, and action. Re- 
gaTdless of his name or sign, that is what cvery pioneer of selfhood must do. Each 
day his worlg shouid be a little Larger than the day before, a little larger and 
therefore a little better. 


That is why the disciples of Jess, under the guidance they reeeivod, grew 
as thay did. Look what happened to Simon, and obn, and others. They chaaged sa 
that in time one whe had onec koown them could hardly tclieve they were the same 
persons. ln fact, they were not the same, for growth produces a new person every 
day, so that he is ov more the same than the rosa is the bud that once eccupicd 
its placa on the stem. The disciples were a grou of nen of whom it was once said 
that they wore ipmerant and unlearned, yet they became a groun of religious states- 
men who lived so largely and wrought so well that they actually turned the stream 
of Humana history iato a new channel. 
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It was said of Huddha that wherever he went peopic followed hin, whenever he 
spoke they hung upon his words, and when he had gone a benediction of peace scomead 
to hang over the place and the people. That is the contagion of a great self. Tt 
ia like a warm wind Wiowing across ò frozen landscape, or a breeze coming in fram 
the gea on a hot oight, or soft music drifting into a piste where discordant voices 
have just been hearg. Such ja the ioflucnce of enyone who keeps extending the 
horizons of his zclfhooi. 


THE DIVINE DISSATISFACTION 


FPerkaps you are ont of the many who have been trying for years to reach the 
point where you would feel satisfied. You have never quite succeeded in doing 20, 
have you? Let us hepe you neyer do. To become satisficd would be about the worst 
thiar that could happen te you. Why? Secause if you Legame satisfied you would 
Stop tryiog, and if you stoped trying, you would stor advancing. There is no angh 
thing as standing still - if we do not ro forward - we go backwure. 


Of course there is not much danger of your Lecoming saitisficd with cvery 
condition all stong the line. Not many people sver da. Here ant there ane becomes 
setisficd with himcelf, bot the more one becomes satisfied with himself tke less 
20 he is likely ta become with everything elst. The good Creater simply has not 
built us with much capacity for satisfaction. There seems to we a kind of coiled 
spring of aspiration built inte the human soul, and it ¥ceps just enough presagire 
on us always to be pushing us on to some further effort. Because of its relentless 
pressure, the average person really accomplishes more tkan ke aver thought he could, 


4 good cxampic of this is the work of the American pioneer. He began by set- 
tling a few little places in the Bast, Southeast, and Southwest. He had no ides of 
the extent or possible future of the country. He just suw the wilderness there 
before him, kept wondering whut was in it, anë finally yielded to the eal of its 
distances. He pushed into it, followed its rivers, climbed its mourtaing, and 
crossed its deserta. He would clear some grounc, build a house, und start a settic— 
ent. Then when tie nlace got going good he would daclare that he needed morc elhow 
rood and gbart on again, leaving the beginnings of civilized Jife cebiad him and 
with only tha wnkoown before bim, He hordly realised wbat he was doing or why. Uc 
Fas not trying ta be u world tailder, and did not kow Le wea onc. Fe was just ast- 
ing on the urges of that somathim: within him which kept him dissotisfiad, the main 
apring of the spirit of the jioneer, the urge that made him always want to sec if 
ka coulda't do better farther op. Jt was a ficree end difficult progress, but he 
Hever stopped tili be had jushed the iaat frontier into the sea. 


But mar did not atop with the conquest of Fis physical frontiers. When there 
were no more of them he uterted dreawinr of tke immaterial ones. What could be done 
about the healing of the body, the euttivating of the wind, and the improvement of 
hia reiations to his fellow hunan beings? Shat could be added to the sum and value 
of kuman thought and understanding? Wheat cocid be done about the disciplining end 
empowering of ths soul? How couid lift find larger and better expressions of ita 
powers, talents, and possililitics? Suck questions as these started him thinking 
of nce frontiers that were ut higher leveia of experiuncs rather than farther Jis- 
tences of space. The old coiled spring of aarirution had not lost its pressure, 
and this divine dissatisfaction hus new turned out to be the mainspring of history. 
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A business house takes inventery every year. The stock is gone over und 
every item listed. Hor can you successfully carry on the business of living unless 
you do the same with your personal world. What have you on hand that ypu need, 
what that you do not need? What do you lack? When you determine these, you know 
That to dö. 

he 


TN CONCLUSION 


There is no fancy or high-sounding instruction that can be piven for wild- 
ing andi extending the self you were born to be = your maximam self. The matter 
resolves itself to this - begin, and keep on. The Grand Canyon has been ert 
across the great Southwest by one little river doing just that. 


Watch your mind. Insist that it think clearly and that it completa its 
thoughts, and not stop with vague impressions. Insist that itg concepts ke strong, 
and that abl the elements of good thinking be present and in place. Know what you 
think. 


Watch your speech and gee that it expressed your thoughts adequately aod 
pleasingly. Do not sound off st every opportunity. Speak whan you have occasion 
to, and when you do speak, let it be to the point and in tearma that make your mean- 
ing understandable and unmistakabla. 


Qhserve the thought and specch patterns of these who think and speak well. 
Learn from them, ang try to make yours a& good. That will make your progress 
eusicr. Do not imitate; just learn to use in yourself the powers others use well. 


4ttend to what you sta and hear. Let your mental impressions of it be vivid 
and definite. You never know when this or that item from your obsarvations will 
péct some neec, fit into some cattern, or hridge some gep in the solution of a 
problem. You will not soon or easily forgat a name, face, fact, or thing that you 
have reully fotusied the camera of your mind upon, even for a moment. 


calizo the importance of your part in every situation, and make it us 
strong und good as Fou cuo. Whatever stene you play in, and whatever your rele, 
give it your best. 


Realize that there arc no ordinary days, iasipnificant occasions, or utim- 
portunt people. Zvery great day is so Uctause someone makea jt ao. Every preab 
occasion has taken its importance from what someone did with it. Kvery person you 
meet ig one of the brotherhood, und it is only by accident thut he is not an Aris- 
totle, a Napoleon, or an Binstein. 


Temper your thoughts and purposes with the warmth of a kindly beart. Watch 
people ond thingu. Be interested in them, especially those who are unfortunete and 
have a yoor chance. Think whet is ahead of little children, and let your heart yo 
out to them. Think how little is thead here for the old, and let your beart go out 
to thom. 


lf you have ac opportunity to brighten a day for someone, reflect that it is 
a task than which none could bc mort important, and put a2] the ability, skill, and 
ower you kave Into doing it well. If you make one tired face smile or one sad 
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heart Sing, You are a great person and a credit and honor to your day. 


Keep your personality and its interests well-rounded. Insist that each phase 
of your personality function in harmony with the unity of your life, and that each 
power keep in balance and play its part in the general process of Living at your 
highest level and to the best effect. 


If you get tired, do net let your soul sag. Never lower the grade of your 
living to make jt easier on yourself, for you won't. If the confusion bacomas tog 
great, or the load too heavy, slip away and rest, so that when you roturn to the 
seene of action you will still he at your heat. Let yourself be seen by others 
only at your best. ict yourself be seen by yourself only at your bast. Be careful 
bow you talk and act in the face of disappointment or irritation. You are 4 king 
or a queen. Don't be caught without your crown. Also remember the king who would 
oot have lost his crown if he hadn't stooped so low. 


Enjoy your privilege of finding and passing on the good in Life and things. 
It is reakly a thrilling way to live. Try to make your life shinc in such a way 
that when you leave it will be as though the sun had gone behind a cloud. 


Remember that you can succeed with all this only with thr 
help of a Porer greater than yourself. You are building 
sclfheod. Than you need the Inventor of seifhesd for an 
ally. Wherever your altar is, unod whatever may be jnserib- 
aj on it, visit it often. Light your candle there, - ang 
then wake others weleome to light their candles from yours. 


às you look on the task you have set for yourself it may seem sore than you 
can do. It would be if you proposed to do it all ut ones. But working day by day 
you will come to a tame when you will look back over the years and wonder hos you 
ever came co fur. 


We build a Zife os tiny creatures ol’ the sea build coral] islands — a little 
at a time. There is no nevi tò Ue in a hurry. You have forever. Anyway, being 
in è hurry ic a waste of time. Remember the Colorado River and the Grand Canyon = 
it is getting started - and keapinp at it - that wins. 


§ y 
Dearly Geloved, we close our lecture lcsguor with this theusht: 
Keep it in wind al. through your dayu; take held of this simple but graat 


thought anc sever Ict it go; Gt will sustain you in all that you do ali through 
your life. Here is the Truth which T ask that you memorize: 
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He shall never wander from Christ while 
we make tharacter the ond and aim of all 
gur intellectual discipline and wa shall 
never mtsconceive character while we hold 
fast to Christ and keep Him first in our 
motte ard our hearts." 


This is a great truth; use it, Uclicve in it, and declare it to de truc. 


May God Bless You as you build the INNER 
YQ) to prorertions of greatness. 


YOUR GLASS INSTRUCTOR. 


P.S. You will remember ut the start of this series, I told you that at the clase 

I would Like for you to fill in the same Questionalysia which you filled in when 
we began the study. It curries the same questions, so we are enclosing another 
form for your convenience. Pleuse fill it in se that your jnatructor muy have it. 
It is our desire to grade it and return it ta you. riy in this manner are we able 
to note and reeerd your progress. You ara not compelled to Jo ag, We request it 
only for your benefit. 
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Questionalysis 


Know Thyself 
Reveiation 133 
Please answer these questions at the conclusion of your atudy of this lessen. Think 


about thez and answer gach one frankly for they are for your development. if a "yes" 
or "no" answer does not suffice, you may comment further on the back of your Quea- 


tionalysis. 
De you really want ta improve yourself? Yes +7 Na 
are you ager for learning? Yes _ Na 
Do you know what wisdom is7 Yes No 
What is your objective in lifsa? Please commend an back 
are there any limitations te how far you can 
go in self=development? Yes No 
Do Fou become discoursyed easily? Yox Üo i ` 


In you believe in the ercative power of tha 


subtenstious mind? Yes No 

Do you know the effact af your thoughts upon 

your body? Yes Na 

Do you give up easily? Yes No ke7 
De you fed self-sufficient and independent 

of others? Yes No_- 
Are you satisfied With conditions in your 

can world? Yes Cs Me 
De you appreciate art? Yes_oo-- ia 

Are you interested in other people? Yes =" fo 

Da you like children? Yon 1- No 

Are you intereated in the happiness of others? Tas i7 Ne 

Iv you Make a habit of doing thoughtful] things 

for others? Yes_ r7 No 

Jo you try to change the lives of others? Tes Na 

Io you like to make pow friendst Fes č w Na 

Do you appreciate others? Yeo_ v No 

Do you enjoy giving gervice te others? Yaa _ Y” Ho 

Do you know the three trinities of life? Yes No 


What ġa needed in the world today to improve 
its condition? Please comment on buck 


Do you knew yourself? Yes Ne 


